| The CASE of the ſeveral Merchants that have 
SL French Brandies #pon their Hands, in Anſwer to 
7 )'2) the Refletions caſt upon them in the Caſe of the 


—_ 


—3/ Company of DISTILLERS in London. 


Merchants Hands in London, which were all imported bcfore the Pro- 

hibition, and at there Importation paid unto Their Majeſties Eighteen 
Pounds Ten Shillings per Tox Duty, and one with the other paid Eight Pounds 
per Ton Freight, and their firſt Colt and Charges in France was Twenty Pounds 
per Ton at leaſt, Leakage homewards included 3 fo that every Ton of | Brandy 
by them Imported colt about Forty Six Pounds per Tor; to which when 
Cooperage, Porterage, Warchouſe-room, Intereſt of Money and waſte of the 
Brandy for almoſt two years is added, every Ton of Brandy now remaining on 


the Importers hands doth not ſtand in lefs than Fifty Six Pounds per Tor one 
with tne other, 


i Ir there is not above Two Thouſand Peeces of the ſaid * Brandies in 


And whereas it is alledged that the price of * Brandy hath advanced from 

- Thirty pound to Sixty pound per Tor, It is Humbly offered, That in Jaxzary, 
1688. before the prohibition, the price of Brandy was from Fifty pound to 
Fifty Two pound per Tor, and hath continued ever fince from Forty pound 
to Fifty pound per Tor (by the DiftzHers their combining together) until they 
had Bought up all that was in Neceflitous hands, at ſuch Rates that the Im- 
porters were Looſers thereby, which they mixed with the Spirits they made, 
from French, Speniſh and other Moloſles, frum Curruptcd Prunes, Plumbs and 
other Fruit, ſelling it for French Brazdies, whereby the People were de- 
frauded, their Bodies poiſoned, but themſelves inriched, and would have kept 
on this Trade without Complaining, had not the French * Brandy been fo near 
ſpent, and its value now by the ſcarcity thereof become to be about Sixty 
pound per Tor, at which Rate the Merchants are but very ſmall Gainers: 


And the faid Merchants do further affirm that they have no deſign any ways 
to Invalidate the faid' At of Prohibition, but do humbly think it very ſevere 
and unpreſidented, that they who have not only by the preſent War with 
France, patiently ſuffered the loſs of a confiderable part of there Eſtates, but 
willingly reſigned their Trades, in which they have <4 educated, and upon 
all occaſions chearfully contributed by Loans and otherways unto Their Ma- 
jeſties Government, and (till continue ſo doing, ſhould now have that ſmall 
and inconſiderable advantage acquired by long keeping of their * Brandies, not 
only taken away from them, but by a rearoſpe&t undergo a greater impairing 
of there Eftates which of neceſſity muſt be if any further Duty be impoſed up- 
on the Brandies ſo imported before the Prohibition, and now upon their hands 
who have only purſued cheir Lawful Callings, and in no kind tranſgreſſed a- 
gainſt the AQ of Prohibition or any other Law. 


